
4.  TREASURE IN DARKNESS



If this is a new group or there are new people, please take a moment 
to introduce yourselves. 

To start off your small group, briefly share your response to the following question: 

Which is your most favorite:  sunrise or sunset?  Why?  

Share with your group.

Let’s get a big picture of what we’ll be learning 
today… 

Some of us have always been afraid of the dark.  And 
growing up we may have even tried to avoid it at all 
cost.  In fact, we probably kept a night light in our 
bedroom when it was time for bed.  When something 
so incredibly devastating happens to us that we are 
shaken to our very core, we can feel as though we are in 
total darkness. These moments drive us to question, 
Where is God?  It may even feel like God has hidden 
Himself from us.  When that happens, nothing makes 
sense anymore, even God.  But understanding how we 
respond to these times of darkness will help us uncover 
a treasure.  In this final week of our small group study 
and discussion, we can expect that God has the power 
to intervene in our darkness.  

ICEBREAKER

	 WHAT TO EXPECT
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1.) When we’re going through troubles, we can be confused about what God has 
in store for us.  We often feel like Job when he wrote:     

God has blocked my way so I cannot move.  He has plunged my path into 
darkness.    
        (Job 19:8 - NLT) 

The darkness of our troubles comes in a lot of different ways.  We can be in the 
dark about our emotions, not sure what we are feeling or why we’re feeling that 
way.  We can be in the dark when it comes to the future, not sure what’s just 
ahead.  We can even be in the dark with our relationships, not sure if anyone out 
there cares. 

  

   

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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Tip: NO GUILT, NO SHAME.  This series is not meant to guilt anyone into doing 
anything.  Be careful of saying things that may make others feel guilt or shame.

Tip: START & FINISH ON TIME. Doing this will show your small group you 
value their time.  

ONLINE Tip:  MUTING OF MICROPHONES.  Get familiar with the Zoom 
features on your electronic device.  It is helpful for everyone to know where the mute 
button is located.  Ask the attendees to self-mute to avoid outside noise when someone 
else is talking & sharing.  Doing this will help with the fl ow of your SG discussion time. 

   TIPS TO A SUCCESSFUL SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION



When you find yourself in the dark, what do you usually find yourself most 
troubled about?   

2.) The truth is, even when we’re in the dark we can still find a treasure.  Take a 
look at this passage from the prophet Isaiah:   

And I will give you treasures hidden in the darkness—secret riches.  I will do this so 
you may know that I am the Lord, the God of Israel, the one who calls you by 
name.   
        (Isaiah 45:3 - NLT) 

Have you ever found the “treasure in the dark,” secret riches you didn’t 
know you’d ever encounter until you went through the troubles you faced?  
Tell the group about a time when you found a treasure in spite of your 
troubles. 

3.) One treasure we encounter in the dark is emptiness. 

Feeling empty is never enjoyable.  But this treasure can lead you to realize just 
how much you need God.  When you understand your emptiness without Him, 
you will cling even closer to Him.   

43



In Psalm 22, David first says, “My God, my God, why have You abandoned me?  
Why are You so far away when I groan for help?”  He feels the emptiness of not 
having God.  But then, in verse 10 he says, “You have been my God from the 
moment I was born.” 

When you feel empty spiritually, what do you usually do to feel the 
presence of God again? 

4.) Another treasure we encounter in the dark is helplessness. 

When we come to the end of ourselves, we truly realize how much we need God.  
Paul understood this.  Religiously, he was superior to anyone else.  But he was far 
away from God.  Later in life, he wrote this about all the good marks he was able 
to accumulate on his own:   

Everything is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord.   
        (Philippians 3:8 - NLT) 

Do you find it easy or hard to ask for help?  How does it make you feel 
knowing that (without God) you are completely helpless in life? 
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5.) One final treasure we encounter in the dark is loneliness. 

No one likes to be alone, at least for a very long time.  But when we feel 
loneliness in the midst of our troubles, it drives us to look for community to help 
us.   

A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated but two can stand back-to-
back and conquer.  Three are even better for a triple-braided cord is not easily 
broken.   
        (Ecclesiastes 4:12 - NLT) 

Are you an introvert or an extrovert?  Do you need lots of people around 
you or do you like to be by yourself?  Now even if you like to be alone, are 
there times you need the company of others? 
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Group Prayer Requests:

Name Request

________________ ______________________________________________

________________ ______________________________________________

This week, you may find yourself in the 
dark.  When that happens, go searching for 
some treasure.

• The emptiness that leads you to be filled 
by the Spirit.

• The helplessness that leads you to lean 
on God’s grace.

• The loneliness that leads you to seek 
out a community of believers.

Take a few minutes to close your time together with prayer and to pray for each other’s 
prayer requests. Below is a sample prayer to read if you choose to. You can also choose 
to write down each other’s prayer requests to remember throughout the week.

Sample Prayer:
“God, sometimes we find ourselves in a dark place and things don’t make sense.  You 
lead us to valleys of emptiness, helplessness, and loneliness.  As much as it feels very 
uncomfortable, we believe by faith that You are close to us in these dark times.  Thank 
You for the treasure we find in the dark.  Thank You that it is in these moments that draw 
us to You.  Because You are the light of the world, would You shine Your light brightly as 
we learn to navigate through the dark.  We thank You for Your word that brings hope, 
comfort, and peace.  In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

WHAT WILL YOU DO?

CLOSE IN PRAYER
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S C R I P T U R E… 
Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where 
thieves break in and steal.  Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and 
thieves do not break in and steal.  Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also 
be.                                                                                         (Matthew 6:19-21 - NLT)

O B S E R V A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

A P P L I C A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

P R A Y E R… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY 1

DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY 2

S C R I P T U R E… 
The people who walk in darkness will see a great light.  For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a 
light will shine.                                                                       (Isaiah 9:2 - NLT)

O B S E R V A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

A P P L I C A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

P R A Y E R… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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S C R I P T U R E… 
Your eye is like a lamp that provides light for your body.  When your eye is healthy your whole body is 
filled with light.  But when it is unhealthy, your body is filled with darkness.  Make sure that the light you 
think you have is not actually darkness.                                (Luke 11:34-35 - NLT)

O B S E R V A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

A P P L I C A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

P R A Y E R… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY 3

DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY 4

S C R I P T U R E… 
“I am the light of the world.  If you follow Me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have 
the light that leads to life.”                                                     (John 8:12 - NLT) 

O B S E R V A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

A P P L I C A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

P R A Y E R… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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S C R I P T U R E… 
For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we 
could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 

          (2 Corinthians 4:6 - NLT)

O B S E R V A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

A P P L I C A T I O N… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

P R A Y E R… 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY 5
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