Part 2: "Caught in the Monkey Trap"
ICEBREAKER |
What’s the one thing you have in your home that you just can’t live without?

INTRODUCTION |
Money makes the world go around. And while it’s true we all need money to survive,
for many of us it goes beyond that. By choosing to chase after money or by having
too tight a grip on money, our money actually ends up taking a hold of us. Scriptures
speaks a lot about money and possessions because they often take a hold of our
hearts. God’s desire is for us to be free from the love of money, and in doing so,
position ourselves in such a way that He can bless us so we can be a blessing.
This lesson will teach us how to do just that.
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READ |
The Bible talks a lot about money. While it mentions prayer and faith over 500 times,
that falls short of how often we hear about money and possession – a whopping 2,350
times! That must mean it’s important. Or at least that it’s a part of life that we need to
handle with care.
More than half of us live paycheck to paycheck, and that includes at least 40% of highincome earners. No amount of money will make you safe. Instead, it can often act like
a trap. Take a look at this passage:
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.
1 Timothy 6:9 (NIV)
What are some ways that you have been trapped, or you’ve seen someone else be
trapped by money?
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READ |
Money itself is not evil. However, the love of money is how we can get stuck in an
evil trap. It’s much like a monkey trapped with their hand in a jar. The opening is just
big enough to get their hand in and out, but if they hold onto the food inside of the jar,
they will never get out. It’s the same with money. If we live closed fisted with our
money, it will trap us. Instead, we must live open-handed. How do we do that? Let’s
start by looking at this text:
Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share,
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they
may take hold of that which is life indeed.
1 Timothy 6:18–19 (NASB)
To “take hold of that which is life indeed,” we have to let go of that which causes us
headache. By letting go of the love of money, we can truly live free. That begins with
being rich with good works. In other words, use your wealth to do good things. Then,
we have to act with generosity. When we have more than we need, we share with
those who have less. Finally, we invest our wealth in the kingdom. By giving to Jesus’
mission in the church, we are storing up treasure in heaven.
Which of these three things – doing good works, giving generously to those in need,
and giving money to Jesus’ kingdom – do you find the easiest to do? Which do you
struggle with most? How can you improve at letting go and living open-handed in
that area?
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READ |
Open-handed living positions you to trust the Lord and receive His blessing. There are
two main steps to take to live it out consistently. The first is, Give First, Spend Second.
"You shall bring the very first of the first fruits of your soil into the house of the Lord
your God."
Exodus 34:26 (NASB)
Our money isn’t really based on “first fruits” anymore. These were not just the first crops
that were taken from the field, they were also the best crops available. The principle is to
give God your first and your best.
However, we can make giving a priority. When you get paid, giving can be the first
thing you do with your money. At the beginning of the month, before you pay your bills,
you can give. You can even make it an automatic debit from your account. Or you can
do it manually as part of your discipleship.
What are some practical ways that you can make giving first in your priorities each
month?
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READ |
The second step to living open-handed is Challenge Yourself in Your Generosity.
And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were
selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need.
Acts 2:44–45 (ESV)
Imagine that scenario for a second. Sure, their lives were a lot different than ours. But
they still had to make the decision to give deeply from their possessions, their bank
accounts, and their income. And the proceeds went to those in need.
That’s the definition of generosity. To give so that others have. And God promises us
that He will bless us to give even more. The challenge is to be consistent and growing
in generosity. Rather than taking a step back, why not take step forward in 2022?
What are some areas you can be more generous in 2022? (Example, by giving a
greater percentage of income, by donating to a specific need in the community)
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WHAT WILL YOU DO?
As you start this final month of 2021, begin to look towards 2022 with a renewed
viewpoint on money.
• Give first, spend second as a commitment to 2022.
• Challenge yourself in your generosity, beginning with the Christmas offering.

ADDITIONAL ACTION STEPS (Optional):
•
•
•

Do at least one (1) SOAP Devotions this week
Share with your group one of your SOAP Devotions from this past week
Invite a friend to join our small group next week.

CLOSE IN PRAYER
Father, You are the source of every good thing in our lives. You have given us all
we need, and more so we can give to those in need. Help us to have eyes that see
just what money can do – either in the closed fists of the stingy or the open hands
of the generous. We want to have Your kind of heart and compassion for those
who are in need. When an opportunity arise to challenge me to give, remind me
that You first gave Your very best to save me. Therefore, I can do all thing through
Christ who gives me the strength to give to those who are in need. Everything
that I have belongs to You. I thank You and I worship You in Jesus' name I pray,
amen!
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SCRIPTURES FOR S.O.A.P.
Day 1:
For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
1 Timothy 6:10 (NASB)
Day 2:
"No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to
money."
Matthew 6:24 (NLT)
Day 3:
Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that wealth
brings true happiness! The more you have, the more people come to help you spend it.
So what good is wealth—except perhaps to watch it slip through your fingers!
Ecclesiastes 5:10-11 (NLT)
Day 4:
Every good and perfect gift comes down from the Father who created all the lights in
the heavens. He is always the same and never makes dark shadows by changing.
James 1:17 (CEV)
Day 5:
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)
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