GRATITUDE / GENEROSITY SERIES PART 1

ICEBREAKER |
What is the best gift you’ve ever received?

INTRODUCTION |
They say it’s better to give than to receive. But for a second, just think about the
greatest gift you did receive. What made it so good? What was it about that gift
that touched your heart, that moved you, that made you grateful? Chances are, the
“who” was more important than the “what.” The one who gave you that gift was
being selfless. They were thinking about you. They were being generous. And when
we give, we are doing the same thing. In this lesson, we will learn three mindsets
about money and how to shift into generosity mode this year.
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READ |
We need to admit it: we’re lazy and selfish. When it comes to doing things, people will
usually choose the easiest way possible. And when it comes to choosing, we will usually
take the best for ourselves. Whether it’s the window seat over the middle seat on a plane,
the last piece of cake at a party, or the only open parking spot. We, as a species, take and
take without doing a lot of giving.
But giving is not just important in the church. In fact, selfless people have much better
lives. This has always been true. Look at this ancient proverb that tells us so:
All day long (the lazy and selfish person) craves and craves, but the righteous gives and
does not hold back.
Proverbs 21:26 (ESV)
Think of the last time you took instead of giving, where you acted selfishly instead of
selflessly. Now, how would that situation have turned out differently if you thought of
the other person before yourself?
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READ |
How you view the things you have will determine whether you are selfish or selfless.
We call these three mindsets about money. And to help us all remember them, there
are three pictures that go along with each of them.
The first is The Bag with Holes. Take a look at this passage from an Old Testament
prophet:
You harvest less than you plant, you never have enough to eat or drink, your clothes
don't keep you warm, and your wages are stored in bags full of holes.
Haggai 1:6 (CEV)
Have you ever had a meal, but you weren’t quite full? Maybe you were just being polite
on a date, or it could have been a new diet you were trying out. Well, what about getting
a paycheck that didn’t quite cover your expenses. That can go from inconvenient to just
plain scary! But it could also just be in our minds.
This mindset says, “I never have enough!” We think that we can’t give because we don’t
make enough money. Or that we have too many expenses. The reality is, this mindset is
often driven by either fear or a lack of budgeting.
What are some ways you can get out of the “Bag with Holes” mindset? What tips
have you used to budget in a way that what you earn is always enough?
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READ |
The next mindset could be called The Basket. Just read this passage together:
All these blessings will come on you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your
God: Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed.
Deuteronomy 28:2, 5 (NIV)
One of the great promises that God gives us is that we will always have enough. And
why is that? Because God is the one who multiplies it. And how do we get this great
blessing? Not by keeping. Instead, it’s by giving:
"Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken
together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount
you give will determine the amount you get back."
Luke 6:38 (NLT)
Tell us about a time when you gave – even when you may not have thought you had
enough – and then God blessed you for it.
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READ |
Finally, there’s one more mindset that helps us see our money the way God intends us
to: The Barn. Here’s a scripture that helps us really understand it:
Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns
will be filled to overflowing.
Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV)
This mindset says, “There is more than enough to be very generous.” Do you see how
each of these mindsets moves us forward in our generosity? The first one says, “I don’t
have enough.” You may feel that’s true sometimes, but that’s a mindset that will trap you.
The next says that God will multiply it if you give. But there is one more step you can take,
and that is understanding that the more you give, the more you will receive. And then,
you will have even more to give!
The passage in Proverbs speaks about the “firstfruits.” That means we give our first
and our best to God. What do you think that means? How can you give God your first
and best each month?
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WHAT WILL YOU DO?
Each day, we have a choice to take or to give. We can be selfish and only think of
ourselves. Or we can be generous with what God has already given us. It’s up to us and
which mindset we take on:
• The Bag with Holes,
• The Basket,
• Or, The Barn.

ADDITIONAL ACTION STEPS (Optional):
•
•
•

Do at least one (1) SOAP Devotions this week
Share with your group one of your SOAP Devotions from this past week
Invite a friend to your small group

CLOSE IN PRAYER
Dear Father, You have given to us generously so many times. We have the gracious gift
of salvation through Your Son, Jesus. We have wisdom for the asking. And we have
immeasurable spiritual blessings. Help us to be generous with what You have given us.
Give us the mind of Christ to see our money for what it is – a tool that can be used to bless
others. When we start to have the mindset of The Bag with Holes, remind us where our
source of provision comes from--You. We thank You and we praise You our Jehovah
Jireh. You are enough! In Jesus' wonderful name we pray, amen!
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SCRIPTURES FOR S.O.A.P.
Day 1: The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25 (NLT)
Day 2: Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless
you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work.
2 Corinthians 9:7-8 (NIV)
Day 3: Good will come to the one who lends generously and conducts his business
fairly.
Psalm 112:5 (CSB)
Day 4: Be generous to these poor people, and freely lend them as much as they need.
Never be hard-hearted and tight-fisted with them.
Deuteronomy 15:8 (GW)
Day 5: Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and He will repay him for
his deed.
Proverbs 19:17 (ESV)
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