What Happens After You Die - Week 5 :
“Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)”
ICEBREAKER |
What is something you wish you knew when you were younger?

INTRODUCTION |
This week, Pastor Dave shared some FAQs about the hereafter. This series
has really brought in the questions, and he was gracious enough to share
some answers. Some of the answers you may have already known. Some of
them might have surprised you. Some of the answers changed your mind, while
others you disagreed with. That’s okay! Questions are good. God loves our
questions, as long as they lead us closer to Him. But what do we do with the
answers? How can we deal with the answers we didn’t like? And how can we
live better lives with the answers we get?
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READ |
The first two questions that Pastor Dave addressed kind of go hand-in-hand.
Let’s look at them together:
Can people in heaven see what’s happening on earth?
Will we be able to remember our lives on earth in heaven?
They both deal with the topic of how we in heaven will view what’s going on or
what happened on earth. We know that heaven and earth are two different
places. But it’s pretty clear that those in heaven can and will see what’s
happening on earth. We will also remember some, if not all, of our previous life
on earth.
While the question of if we will know what’s going on down on earth while in
heaven is interesting, it doesn’t really help us today. But how about the other way
around? Can we know what’s going on in heaven while still on earth? A few people
have had this experience actually:
I was caught up to the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether I was in my
body or out of my body, I don’t know—only God knows.
2 Corinthians 12:2 (NLT)
Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven… And instantly I was in
the Spirit, and I saw a throne in heaven and someone sitting on it.
Revelation 4:1-2 (NLT)
It would be amazing to get a vision of heaven, wouldn’t it? But even more
amazing is to make heaven a reality right now. That’s what Jesus taught us to
do when He told us to pray “on earth as it is in heaven.” We are to live our lives
in a way that brings the reality of heaven to earth even before we get there.
What are some ways you can make heaven a reality to those you live
around right now? (Example, extend forgiveness, being kind to others,
daily connection with Jesus through reading the Bible, prayer, going to
church, etc.)
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READ |
The next couple of questions are obviously related as well:
Will we be married in heaven?
Will there be sex in heaven?
These questions were controversial in Jesus’ day. Maybe not so much today,
but they are definitely interesting. Maybe you already had an idea about these
two. Maybe you were surprised or even disappointed.
Sometimes the answer we get is not the answer we want or think we need. The
truth is, God will always give us what’s best. We might think that marriage and
sex are so good on earth, why wouldn’t we want them in heaven? But God has
other plans for you.
How do you handle answers that you get that you don’t like sometimes?
Maybe God told you “not now” to that new job or promotion, or maybe He
didn’t heal you or a loved one when you asked. How should we respond
when God’s answer isn’t what we were hoping for?
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READ |
The answer to the next question will be very obvious to some of us, depending
on how we were raised:
Is there a place called Purgatory?
Those of you who were raised Catholic or Orthodox were likely taught that after
death you go to a waiting place, usually called Purgatory, before going on to your
eternal reward in heaven. The Bible doesn’t teach this specifically, though. In fact,
as Pastor Dave pointed out, as believers the minute after you die you go to be with
God.
Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these earthly bodies,
for then we will be at home with the Lord.
2 Corinthians 5:8 (NLT)
When we are absent from our bodies, we are present with the Lord. That means
we don’t have a place to go and wait, to live out years, decades, or even centuries
before seeing God. We are immediately ushered into the Father’s presence. Isn’t
that incredible?
If you grew up believing in Purgatory, this may take a little while to fully understand.
But it’s much better to be led by the truth than by tradition or human teaching. For
all of us, there are things we believed as children that we no longer hold onto.
Knowing the truth will always bring us closer to God, though.
What is something that you thought was true but later on changed your mind
about? What’s the hardest part of changing your mind on things?
(Example, letting go of some tradition(s) that we may have held on to growing
up, belief systems that have shaped our values, disappointing people, etc.)
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READ |
Maybe the most challenging question that Pastor Dave answered was the
last one:
Why would a loving God send good people to hell?
Romans 2:5-6 says that God will judge each of us according to what we have
done. But if “you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up
terrible punishment for yourself.” In other words, we have all done something to
warrant God’s wrath. But God has given us everything we need to be saved from
it! Take a look:
God saved you by His grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this;
it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done,
so none of us can boast about it.
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NLT)
First of all, no one is saved by what they do but by what God does. He chose to
send His Son to die for us, all of us! Second, there is nothing we can take credit
for in this. Lastly, it’s not about our goodness but God’s grace. Salvation is a gift,
but it’s a gift to be shared.
Do you know someone who is “good” but maybe they don’t know the Lord?
How can you share your faith in Jesus with them this week? (Example,
invite them to church, small group, and/or invite them for lunch/coffee and
share about your life testimony, etc.)
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WHAT WILL YOU DO?
We will continue to have all kinds of questions in this life. We have burning
questions that we just need the answer to! And we have questions that will stump
us till the day we die. Keep asking questions, but trust the answers that God gives!

ADDITIONAL ACTION STEPS (Optional):
•
•
•

Do at least one (1) SOAP Devotions this week
Share with your group one of your SOAP Devotions from this past week
Invite a friend to join our small group next week as we begin our new series,
“Did God Really Say That?”

CLOSE IN PRAYER
God, we trust You. We may not have all of our questions answered. And we may
not always like the answers we get. But we know that You will always have our best
in mind when you do answer us. Help us to see the difference between the answers
we want and the answers we need. And give us opportunity to help those who also
have questions about You grow closer to You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

SCRIPTURES FOR S.O.A.P.
Day 1: Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking,
and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.
Matthew 7:7 (NLT)

Day 2: For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.

1 Corinthians 14:33 (ESV)

Day 3: Call to Me, and I will answer you; I will tell you wonderful and marvelous
things that you know nothing about.

Jeremiah 33:3 (GNT)

Day 4: But it is just as the Scriptures say, "What God has planned for people

who love Him is more than eyes have seen or ears have heard. It has never even
entered our minds!
1 Corinthians 2:9 (CEV)

Day 5: Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own

understanding. Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take.
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)
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