TIPS TO A SUCCESSFUL GROUP
• MAKE GROUP A PRIORITY. Communicate in advance when you will be unable
to attend by either calling and/or texting your host or responding to the zoom
email invitation by accepting or declining. This will help your host to plan
accordingly especially if it is an in person small group gathering.

PART 1: "LOVE INTENTIONALLY"
ICEBREAKER |
What’s one of your biggest fears? (Ex. heights, public speaking, spiders, etc.)

INTRODUCTION |
One of the biggest fears any believer has is sharing their faith with others. “What will
they think? What if they ask a question I can’t answer?” It’s these types of fears that
often keep us from sharing about our relationship with Jesus, when we should. All
around us people are living in darkness. Jesus has called us to be a light. Today, we’ll
look at what it means to be a light and what it takes to shed some light in the darkest
places.
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READ |
All around us there is darkness. Whether it’s death and economic troubles caused by
the pandemic, anger and fears of over-politicized conversations, or even crime and
violence on our TV screens. It feels like there is darkness everywhere. But we have a
chance to be a light.
We can also experience darkness in our own lives when we experience relational
darkness through strife and struggles or emotional darkness through loneliness,
anxiety or depression. Sometimes we experience dark times financially or vocationally.
In John 8:12 (NIV), Jesus proclaimed this: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Since following Jesus, how has He, the light of the world, helped you in your darkness?
Maybe He helped you through a dark time or He freed you from a sinful habit. Please
share how He’s helped you.

READ |
Choosing to walk in the light makes all the difference in our life. But it doesn’t end
there. Jesus has not just called us to walk in the light, but to share the light.
You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one
lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand,
where it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good deeds
shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.
Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT)
Jesus says we are the light of the world. The lamps used in a typical home during this
time was typically a small lamp made of clay. It had a hole on top to pour oil in with a wick
set in the middle. Because they were fairly small lamps, they would be placed on a lamp
stand to give maximum illumination. The light would shine in the darkness to help the
family find their way around during the night.
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Jesus instructs you to “let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will
praise your heavenly Father." God wants us to shine the Light of Jesus living in us through
good deeds.
What are some “good deeds” you have done or has someone done for you to shine
the light of Jesus to others living in darkness. Please share an example.
(Ex. being kind to someone, extending forgiveness, being generous and giving to
those who are in need, being a person of integrity, etc.)

READ |
Matthew wrote down those words about Jesus above. He was also called Levi. Before
he came to know Jesus he was a tax collector. Take a look at the story of how Levi
(Matthew) came to know and follow Jesus:
Later, as Jesus left the town, He saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his tax
collector’s booth. “Follow Me and be My disciple,” Jesus said to him. So Levi got up,
left everything, and followed Him.
Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest of honor. Many of Levi’s
fellow tax collectors and other guests also ate with them. But the Pharisees and their
teachers of religious law complained bitterly to Jesus’ disciples, “Why do you eat and
drink with such scum?”
Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have
come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are
sinners and need to repent.”
Luke 5:27-31 (NLT)
Levi meet Jesus because he was “invited” to follow Him. Levi then did what Jesus did
for him, he invited his friends to a party to meet Jesus, the man who changed his life.
Jesus wants us to invite others to meet Him.
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What are some ways you can use your passions and talents to invite people to meet
Jesus. What talent do you have that Jesus can use to help you be a light?
(Ex. I’m good at social media and can send invitations to church through it. Or, I like to
bake and can share my baked goods with others in need and invite them to church, etc.)

READ |
One of the reasons that we are afraid to share our faith is that we make it too
complicated. We expect to hear opposition to an invitation, or that we’ll get asked a
tough theological question. Often, though, people just want to know that you care. The
vast majority of unbelievers have said they would go to church if someone asked them.
That’s it. As simple as that.
In fact, in order to make this whole process as simple as possible, here are two things
we can start doing right now:
• Pray Specifically
• Invite Boldly
First, think of five people you know who need to know Jesus. And then, start praying for
them. Pray that the Holy Spirit would soften their heart. Pray that you would have an
opening to invite them to church. And then pray for boldness to invite them.
Who is one of the five people you are praying about inviting to church? How can we
pray for them?
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WHAT WILL YOU DO?
The great thing about being a light is that you don’t have to wait. If you believe in Jesus,
then you already have the light in your life. You just need to start sharing it by following
these two simple steps:
• Pray Specifically
• Invite Boldly -- pray and identify the five people the Lord wants you to reach out to and
begin to build a friendship with them.

ADDITIONAL ACTION STEPS (Optional):
• Invite a friend to your small group

CLOSE IN PRAYER
Father God, give us the confidence we need to be a light. We love that You have placed
Your light in our lives. We see all the changes You’ve made in us and how You have
made a difference through us. Please give us your heart and deep desire to share Your love
with others. Now, remove every obstacle so we can be a light for others, just like someone
was a light for us. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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SCRIPTURES FOR S.O.A.P.
Day 1:

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
Isaiah 60:1 (NIV)
Day 2:
You light a lamp for me. The LORD, my God, lights up my darkness.
Psalm 18:28 (NLT)

Day 3:

If we walk in the light as He himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
1 John 1:7 (CSB)
Day 4:
You, LORD, are the light that keeps me safe. I am not afraid of anyone. You protect me,
and I have no fears.
Psalm 27:1 (CEV)

Day 5:

For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as
people of light! For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true.
Ephesians 5:8-9 (NLT)
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