TIPS TO A SUCCESSFUL GROUP

• WELCOME NEW PEOPLE. Take time to introduce new people.
• START & FINISH ON TIME. Doing this will show your small group you value
their time.
• AVOID TALKING or TEACHING TOO MUCH. Small groups are designed for
everyone to share and grow together.

PART 4: "HOW TO LEAD SOMEONE TO JESUS"
ICEBREAKER |
What’s the hardest thing you’ve ever done?

INTRODUCTION |
Sometimes we have to do hard things. It may be a task at work that has to be done,
a job around the house that has been waiting too long, or a difficult conversation you
can’t ignore. When it’s done, you usually realize it wasn’t as hard as you first thought.
And it was worth it! Today, we’re going to look at four friends who knew that another
friend needed them. They didn’t pass the job off – they got to work! And in the end, it
led him to Jesus. When we put our faith into action, we can see the same results in the
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READ |
Jesus was the type of person who attracted a lot of attention. People came from
everywhere just to hear him teach and possibly be healed. One day, while at his friend
Peter’s house, Jesus met four guys who had a friend in need. Read the following story
together:
When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread quickly that
He was back home. Soon the house where He was staying was so packed with visitors
that there was no more room, even outside the door. While He was preaching God’s
word to them, four men arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. They couldn’t bring
him to Jesus because of the crowd, so they dug a hole through the roof above his head.
Then they lowered the man on his mat, right down in front of Jesus. Seeing their faith,
Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins are forgiven.”
Mark 2:1-5 (NLT)
These four friends were definitely following the invest and invite model. They found a
tangible way to meet their friend’s need. They did what they could do so that Jesus
could do what only He could do. Notice also that Jesus didn’t heal the man right away.
He first addressed his spiritual need – sin. The four men surely knew that their friend was
in need of more than just a physical touch. But they began with his physical needs in mind.
What are some tangible ways you can meet the needs of those around you?
Remember, we begin by investing in their lives, then as we develop trust we invite
them to Jesus. (Example, taking a meal to a sick friend, helping someone out with a
car repair)

READ |
These men not only talked the talk, they walked the walk. They put action behind their
faith. James tells us that “faith without works is dead.” He doesn’t mean you have to
work for your faith, but you should work from it. If you have faith in Jesus, then others
will be able to see it through your actions.
Read the following passage from James and pay attention to how this relates to the story
of the four friends:
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If you know someone who doesn't have any clothes or food, you shouldn't just say, "I
hope all goes well for you. I hope you will be warm and have plenty to eat." What good
is it to say this, unless you do something to help?
James 2:15-16 (CEV)
It would have been much easier for the four friends to say, “Hey man, we’ll pray for you,”
and then left it at that. But instead, they got involved. They came up with a plan to carry
their friend to Jesus. When they got to the house, they didn’t let the crowd keep them
away. They climbed up on the roof, which couldn’t have been easy. Then, they got their
hands dirty by tearing away at the roof tiles. They even risked embarrassment or anger
from the homeowner for what they were doing.
The point is these men went the extra mile. It’s very easy to just pray for someone. But
putting actions behind your words is sometimes the only way to be a light.
Think of a time when someone went the extra mile for you? How did it make you feel?
Why did it make lasting impression?

READ |
Going back to the story, Jesus’ first response was to forgive sin. But the friends’ first
response was to address his physical need. In the end, the man got both. Behind every
physical need is usually a spiritual one.
Think of those you are closest too. They may be going through something difficult and
need help. But behind that need is another one – a spiritual one. It takes intentionality
to find it.
When our friends, family, and neighbors are in need, we need to be listening to the
spiritual needs behind them. What are some things you can be listening for that point
to a greater spiritual need? And how can we respond to these statements?
(Ex. “I just don’t think I can make it,” “This is bigger than I thought,” “I don’t know what I’m
going to do,” "I feel so overwhelmed...")
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READ |
Imagine this story for a second. You have Jesus staying at his friend Peter’s house. He’s
teaching and healing people. Then, all of a sudden these four guys start tearing away
at the roof. Bits and pieces start falling from the ceiling as the roof literally comes down!
Just imagine what Peter must have been thinking. “Oh no! My roof!” And then there are
the others around who may have thought these guys were crazy.
But these guys weren’t worried about that. They were more concerned about how they
were going to help their friend. They defined the culture around them instead of letting
the culture tell them how they should act.
There are a lot of reasons to not share our faith, but we get to choose to set the
example and create a culture of evangelism. What are some ways we can do that?

WHAT WILL YOU DO?
All of us know someone who has a real need in life. But behind that need is a spiritual
one that only Jesus can meet. This week, will you:
• See a Need
• Meet a Need
• Find the Greater Need

ADDITIONAL ACTION STEPS (Optional):

• Share with your group one of your SOAP Devotions from this past week

CLOSE IN PRAYER
Dear God, thank You for meeting all of our needs. And thank You for going deeper than
just the needs we feel. Help us to see the needs around us, and the greater need that
only You can meet. Give us courage to put action to our faith just like the four friends of
the paralytic man. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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SCRIPTURES FOR S.O.A.P.
Day 1:

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
Galatians 6:2 (NIV)
Day 2:
God is always fair. He will remember how you helped His people in the past and how
you are still helping them. You belong to God, and He won't forget the love you have
shown His people.
Hebrews 6:10 (CEV)

Day 3:

This is My commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. There
is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
John 15:12-13 (NLT)
Day 4:
Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better
than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in
others, too.
Philippians 2:3-4 (NLT)
Day 5:
Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is near. Heal the sick, raise
the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely as you have
received!
Matthew 10:7-8 (NLT)
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