
ICEBREAKER (Start Talking) 
What’s one invitation you were excited to receive? (Examples: A wedding, party, trip, 
job opportunity, or dinner invitation.) 

INTRODUCTION 
One of the worst feelings is being unwanted. But Jesus consistently invited people 
that others pushed away. In Luke 7, while religious leaders rejected a broken woman, 
Jesus welcomed her with compassion and forgiveness. Jesus invites people before 
they have everything figured out. 

READ (Start Sharing) 
(Read Luke 7:37–38*) In Jesus’ time, Pharisees avoided “unclean” people to protect 
their religious reputation. Yet Jesus let a sinful woman come close, touch Him, and 
worship Him publicly. Letting down her hair in public was considered shameful in 
Jewish culture. She risked embarrassment because she believed Jesus would 
receive her. Why do you think hurting people were drawn to Jesus? Have you ever 
felt “less than” or unworthy of God’s love? 

READ (Start Sharing) 
(Read Matthew 11:28–29*) Jesus didn’t free people through shame. He changed 
lives through invitation. The same chapter connected to this story shows Jesus 
saying: “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened…”  Religion said, “Stay away.” 
Jesus said, “Come closer.” What are some burdens people carry today? How can 
people feel welcomed instead of judged? If you are carrying a burden today, share 
with your group, so they can pray for you. 

READ (Start Sharing) 
(Read Luke 14:21–23*) Jesus told a story about a banquet where invited guests 
made excuses not to come. So the host invited the poor, hurting, and overlooked 
instead. The message? God’s family was never meant to be exclusive. There is still 
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room at His table. Why do you think people sometimes avoid church or God? Who 
is one person you could invite and/or encourage this week? 

WHAT WILL YOU DO (Start Doing). This week, choose one or two: 
• Invite someone to church or small group. If you haven’t yet, share with the group 

who you are thinking to invite. 
• Encourage someone who feels overlooked. 
• Spend time with Jesus instead of hiding from Him. 

CLOSE IN PRAYER (Start Praying)   
Jesus, thank You for inviting us close even when we feel broken, ashamed, or 
undeserving. Help us receive Your grace and show that same love to others. Give us 
hearts that welcome people the way You welcomed us. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

S.O.A.P. SCRIPTURES 

Day 1:    
Then she knelt behind him at his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off 
with her hair. Then she kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them.     
                       — Luke 7:38 (NLT) 

Day 2:   
Then Jesus said, "Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest."               — Matthew 11:28 (NLT) 

Day 3: 
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 
                     — Romans 5:8 (NLT) 

Day 4: 
"So his master said, 'Go out into the country lanes and behind the hedges and urge anyone you 
find to come, so that the house will be full.'" 
             — Luke 14:23 (NLT) 

Day 5: 
But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now 
you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. 
                — Ephesians 2:13 (NLT) 


